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To contact Kingston Rotary Club please email: bacon@kingstonrotaryclub.org.uk 

Kingston Rotary Club meets on Thursdays at 12.45 to 2pm at the Antoinette Hotel, 26 Beaufort 

Road,   Kingston upon Thames KT1 2TQ. There are occasional evening meetings. Please check  

the diary at the end of this newsletter.  

 

 Dragon Boats 

Thank you Kingston Rotary Club 

We had a fantastic day at the 

Kingston Rotary Dragon Boat 

Challenge competing and raising 

autism awareness. Lots of Express 

families came along to support the 

team. Our fabulous team of young 

autistic people, parents and                   

supporters even won one of their 

heats!  

Express CIC 

Thank you for a fabulous day yesterday.  We had a brilliant time. We enjoyed another thrilling Dragon Boat 
race!  What a well-organised and fun day out for the whole family. Everyone we met from the registration desk to 
the instructors was delightful and extremely helpful.  What a lovely opportunity to meet up with our friends and 
supporters in the community and cheer our paddlers on in a hugely positive atmosphere, all while raising money 
for our children's charity Momentum.  Thank you Kingston Rotary Club - we will return next year! 
  
We have not been to many races but can tell you that yours was by far the best organised – much better than the 

London Hong Kong for our VI members but I guess part of that was the layout of the event. Event crew and stew-

ard/volunteers were wonderful. Thank you so much for letting us take part. Berkshire Vision 

 

We had a fantastic day and were quite frankly staggered at a) how well it was all managed on the day and b) 
how competitive a team of  dragon boating novices can become after their first race!  As a team of complete 
dragon boating novices we had a fabulous day out. The event was supremely well organised on the day and the 
atmosphere between crews was the perfect balance of camaraderie and competition. Upham Group  
 
.. it was a brilliant day out! We raised about 300 GBP - not quite as much as last year but we will definitely enter 
again next year and have a bit more of a coordinated campaign to generate money and awareness.   Thanks 
again ... and for organising such a fantastic event...! It's the highlight of my summer!  Heather Geluk, Carney’s 
Community 
 

Here are just a few of the positive comments we have received after the event!  With eight  teams 

still to report,  we have already facilitated nearly £54,000 for charities. Well done to all the teams 

and Rotarian organisers. 
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Inner Wheel  &  Kingston Riverside 

A Big Welcome! 
 

We are delighted to welcome into the Club two 

new members: 

 

Tuba Kilicarslan (above) who has transferred 

from the Rotary Club of Baskent in Ankara, 

Turkey and Jill d’Aprano (right). We look            

forward to hearing all about them when they 

give us their ’my job’ talks in due course.  

 

Welcome to you both!      

District Sports 
 

I have received the draws for the sports events that Kingston Rotary Club has entered this year. 

 

Bridge: 1st  round to be played against Woking and District by 31/10/17. Team Ian Rayner and Ramesh  

Kapadia 

 

Darts: 1st round to be played against Richmond A by 31/10/17. Team to be created 

 

Quiz:  1st  round to be played against Shepperton and Sunbury by 31/10/17. Team to be created 

 

Skittles: We have a bye in the 1st round. In the 2nd round we will play the winners of Shepperton and               

Sunbury by 31/01/18.  Team to be created.    

 

If any members would like to take part please contact me .  John Cannon 
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British Polio Fellowship Feature on BBC 
 

 

Some of you may have seen the programme Lifeline on BBC One recently. Presented by Dan Snow, it 

featured the British Polio Fellowship and discussed Post-Polio Syndrome (PPS). 

 

While Rotary’s focus is very much on eradicating polio, PPS is a damaging by-product of the disease and 

is certainly an issue Rotary can highlight in its communications. Far from competing with the British            

Polio Fellowship, it is hoped we can work closely together and build a positive relationship moving for-

ward. 

 

Rotarian Colin Powell, the Rotary Liaison Ambassador for the British Polio Fellowship, will be support-

ing Rotary as a Purple4Polio Ambassador, with an announcement to come shortly. 

 

A further benefit may be a pool of potential speakers, supporters of Rotary club activities and even Rotary 

members. Creating local ties between Rotary clubs and the British Polio Fellowship’s 45 groups and 

branches can help to further highlight the need to keep polio on the national and international agenda.  

 

Lifeline is also available to view online. 

 

Anthony Beevor, Public Image Chairman, District 1145 

Dear Members 

Thank you so much for your efforts to fill the draw-

string bags for local people in an emergency. 

 

We have 17 bags filled to the brim, with an extra 

bag of goodies that can be used as back up. I am just 

waiting for the “gift tags “ that I am going to attach 

to each one as a gift from Kingston upon Thames 

Rotary ( thanks to Janet). 

 

I still have bags and plenty of material that I am 

happy to make into more bags to keep this project 

going, so please keep collecting things for me. 

 

This is a great start to our community work 

 

Lynda Rowland 

Community & Vocational Committee 



 

 

 

We are delighted to see that our Adult Achievement 

Awards ceremony features on the front cover of  

Kingston’s Adult Education Prospectus this year.  

 

The Awards scheme is one of the highlights of the 

Rotary year.  It recognises the considerable achieve-

ments of adult students in the Borough who have 

successfully completed a variety of courses in spite 

of personal difficulties.  We are very proud of all of 

them. 

Adult Achievements 

Lend With Care update:  Mrs Lo Nhu Hoa 

 
Mrs Lo Nhu Hoa is 35 years old and lives with her 

husband and two school-aged kids in Chieng Pan 

Commune of Son La province. To cover their 

household expenses, she and her husband have 

been working hard on their paddy field where they 

grow water rice and vegetables in a small garden 

which is 1500 square meters. Aside from farming, 

they also raise chickens.  

 

Mrs Hoa would like to take out a loan in order to   

diversify her yield by adding pigs to the business. 

She is requesting a loan to purchase piglets be-

cause she realises that raising pigs brings stable 

profits in her neighbourhood. Mrs Hoa commits to 

fully repay the loan in 24 months time. 

Mrs Hoa is now fully funded by us and has £420.38p to expand her business.  Lend with Care says ‘thank 

you so much for being part of helping Lo Nhu and investing in her future’.  We will keep you informed of 

progress and are confident that Mrs Hoa will realise her dreams.  

 

The other lady Pauline chose for us was fully funded before she was able to donate so we are holding a sum 

back to invest shortly. However, everyone will be pleased to know that a previous loan to entrepreneur,  

Muhammad Shareef has now repaid in full. Lend with Care says we cannot begin to tell you how much your 

support is appreciated by Muhammad and his family...  



 

 

 

Dads Row for Rotary! 

Saturday 9th September saw 6 Dads row the Great River Race representing Kingston Rotary. 

The Dads are Adam Anderson, Andy Woodhouse, Chris Baker, Neil Woodham, Richard Porter 

and their Team Captain, Simon Leo. After 4 training sessions and two of the original team mem-

bers (Matt and Dan) sadly having to withdraw: Matt 6 days before and Dan literally less than a 

day before the Event; the Team rallied hard and found two replacements, Adam and Neil. If it 

were not for the generosity of immediate assistance from them we would have had to cancel. 

These guys went above and beyond. Neil came to us without even being in the boat before. I'm 

sure we all applaud and send a massive Thank You to them both.  

This year we agreed that we would split the fund equally and raise money to help two charities, 

namely Kingston Rotary which is just awesome, of course, but also Leander Sea Scouts in King-

ston as they are amazing for providing not just an insight into scouting but also for access to water 

activities for young kids locally; and for letting us train with them for free. Also to mention that if 

it were not for all at Leander I doubt I would be the person I am today.  

In addition we all offer a big Thank You as well for Hill Johnson & Leo Solicitors in Surbiton for 

sponsoring the costs of the event for us too, so that all the money we raise goes to these charities. 

The Great River Race www.greatriverrace.co.uk is London's Rowing Marathon from London 

Docklands to Ham in Surrey (being 21.6 miles long). We entered the Rotary Home Counties Gig 

called Gordon Talbot. 

After a very choppy start and losing time in the waves, the boys dug in and posted a highly              

respectable time of 3hrs 20mins, smashing previous years times by over an hour! Whilst Mike 

Kingham still maintains the Club record is 3hrs and a minute, the Dads have done us proud and 

with just one race under our belt collectively and being only 19 mins off, next year that record 

will be smashed!  

We have a donation website with Justgiving.com. It currently stands at just over £1,200 so hope-

fully with further post race help with donations and Team GT's physical exertion the Dads can 

reach their sponsorship target and give something back to these fantastic charities. 

 

By the way Mike, get that trophy polished up, it's coming home with us next year!!!  Simon Leo 

http://www.greatriverrace.co.uk/
http://Justgiving.com


 

 

 

A Tale of Two Tunnels: Borings are not at all boring! 
 

 
 

A Kingston Rotary outing on 21st August contrasted two London tunnels: one dating from early 

Victorian days, the other yet to open; one running 1/4 mile North-South under the Thames, the        

other 26 miles East-West largely parallel with the Thames; one project badly over-budget and late, 

the other, as yet, to budget and time. The two borings are the Thames Tunnel between Rotherhithe 
and Wapping and, of course, the Crossrail Tunnel. 

 

But priorities: after meeting our excellent Blue Badge guide, Owen, the couple of dozen Rotarians 

and guests refreshed with coffee and tea at the 400 year-old Mayflower pub. We then descended 

underground at the Brunel Museum, where we learnt about how Sir Marc Brunel and his more     

famous son, Isambard Kingdom were dogged by engineering and financial difficulties in realising 

the Thames Tunnel. Occasional rumbles reminded us that it is now used for rail, and that it was 

nearing lunchtime. We proceeded to Canary Wharf for refuelling and then a visit to the Docklands 

Museum, to view an exhibition of the fascinating archaeological objects discovered by the tunnel-

ling of Crossrail. Many thanks are due to Mike Kingham for organising a super subterranean day.  

Kes Heffer, Friend of Kingston Rotary 

Photos with thanks to John Watts 

Derek Hockin 

 

We are very sad to report that Derek Hockin, a past member of our club died on 28th July. 

Derek was a member of Kingston, having transferred from Epsom Rotary Club, from 2000 to 

2003. The last time some of us saw him was at a restaurant evening recently at the Rubbing 

Horse in Epsom when we were able to renew acquaintances and enjoy his and Sue’s compa-

ny once again. We all send our condolences to Sue at such a very sad time. 



 

 

 

 

Kingston Rotary Club is fundraising to provide sessions of ‘Singing for the Brain’ for local people with dementia 

and their carers. On the 17th February 2018 we are creating a Big Sing at All Saints Church  where anyone who 

likes and wants to sing is invited to join us and sing in harmony in a big choir led by professional choir leaders. 

Songs and music will be taught on the day - no experience is necessary only enthusiasm. 

 

Singing is recognised as being of great benefit to people with dementia and ‘Singing for the Brain’ is a joyful hour 

or so for people with dementia and their carers. The Alzheimer’s Society puts on a ‘Singing for the Brain’ ses-

sion each Friday at Tolworth Hospital.  

 

If you, members of your family or friends sing or want to sing please could you, and encourage others, to put the 

date in their diaries, take part and spread the word about the Big Sing. If you, your family or friends are choir mem-

bers please spread the word in your choirs as well.   

 

                                               www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/kingstons-big-sing-tickets-37330498526  

 

 in ston’s 

 i   in  

 aisin  money  or   in in   or the  rain  
an  other  otary  oo   auses 

 in  in harmony in a hu e  hoir  or a  reat  ause 

An evening at the Wheatsheaf 
That sticky toffee pudding was 

too hard to resist!   

 

We had a lovely evening at 

Esher’s Wheatsheaf Inn on 

11th September. Fifteen of us 

sat down to a delicious meal 

in their private room and as it 

was Chris & Magie’s wedding 

anniversary the next day we 

were able to raise our glasses 

in celebration.  

 

http://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/kingstons-big-sing-tickets-37330498526


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join Rotary on the Riviera 

Book now! 
 

Registration is now open for the 2018 Rotary 

Conference which is taking place in the stunning 

seaside resort of TORQUAY from Friday 6th to 

Sunday 8th April 2018. 

 

With iconic palm trees, a beautiful marina, sweep-

ing sandy beeches and its fascinating Agatha 

Christie connections, it is a perfect place for the 

RIBI Conference.  

 

You need to register yourselves and if you do so before 31st December 2017 you will be eligible 

for an Early Bird Discount. www.rotarygbi.org/what-we-do/conference/2018-conference/ 

 

NB Please let Anne know if you intend to come by the end of September as we need to reserve 

hotel rooms as soon as possible—they are booking up fast! 

 

Inner Wheel Garden Party 

 

 

 

Passiflora ‘Star of Kingston’. 

See August newsletter for ‘Star of Surbiton’. This 

appears only to be available through one nursery 

in Cornwall and I have two! Rare and beautiful!  

Anne 

Will he or won’t he?  

 

Well, yes he did, but who 

could resist such delicious 

scones! We’ll forgive you 

this time, Phillip!  

 

President Phillip and I 

had a most enjoyable time 

at the Garden Party in 

Dorly’s beautiful garden 

and the weather was per-

fect, raising much needed 

funds for Dorly’s chosen 

charity,  Canine Partners. 

Anne 

https://u2930582.ct.sendgrid.net/wf/click?upn=QY3uQi-2FqSm-2Bysh498znshGrtHJVkwu9AZEGPpPaLhp2DK5H7Z3CY4exluitTBmBdd0mj7agEMiACAiKT9UzKPZRyoEA0-2Fo2BW7ESmr9I54EsmwW-2B4KAKCBGqbWKSk0cIR1XJwiwPDl7Mx3v2IyLq2z8uVUSYGC-2BysWFdEvqh6RoE9Zy9QQEvv-2F9otTst6idGlQTa


 

 

                                                                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Celebrating                                      

International Inner Wheel 
 

Our President’s Garden Party in August was very successful 

on all fronts. We had good weather, we had some wonderful 

food (as always at Dorly’s – including her house speciality of 

frankfurters and superb potato salad), and excellent company – 

which included Rita Sridhar, a past President of Bombay   

Harbour Inner Wheel Club. Rita is visiting family in              

Richmond and we were so pleased she made contact.. She is a 

charming lady, and a great ambassadress for Inner Wheel. We 

hope to see her again before she goes home. 

 

It reminded us of how old International Inner Wheel is. IIW is 

celebrating its 50th anniversary this year. Up until then, Inner Wheel had only existed in Great Britain and Ireland, but 

what a huge step forward, a bit of a leap of faith, but clearly with knowledge that outside GB&I other ladies WERE 

interested in what we were doing, and wanted to join in. They certainly have since then – there are Inner Wheel Clubs 

in 105 countries now, and they are all friends. Our organisation is based on friendship – our first objective is: “ to         

promote true friendship”, and we certainly do that.  Our other objectives are: “to encourage the ideals of personal         

service” and “to foster international understanding” – and we do all that too! 

 

There is a lot more to Inner Wheel than some Rotarians recognise, but anyone who would like to know a little bit 

more about Rotary’s greatest spin-off, is welcome to come to our Coffee Morning on Saturday, 30th September, at 

the Hickson house at 10.30.  Whilst this is partly to help our newer members learn a bit more about the organisation, 

we hope that there will be others interested in doing so as well.  You need to let Chris or Paul Hickson know (or me), 

and I can promise you good coffee and cakes – we always do that sort of thing well, as we do the friendly atmos-

phere.  So think about it. 

 

Not quite so far afield as Bombay, I have just been to Pitlochry in Scotland for a reunion of Past District Chairmen 

from the year when I was District Chairman of District 14.  There weren’t very many of us, for various reasons, but it 

was a lovely weekend and included the Pitlochry Highland Games. This included an extraordinary mix of running and 

cycling round the same track, day-long dancing and pipe band competitions, field events with, of course, tossing the 

caber, some sort of hammer throwing and what looked like a dreadfully painful throwing a weight backwards over a 

15 foot pole.  As this was all done in kilts – I now know!  And an absolutely interminable Tug ‘o’ War – I think it 

must be “best of 39” or something because it went on and on – and could still be going on! 

 

Our September meeting was at our new venue, Imber Court, and we welcomed a number of guests and friends.  Our 

speaker was on Jane Austen and she was such fun – she really brought to life the characters of Jane and her family 

and had a lot of unexpected anecdotes to share.   

 

We presented a cheque to Integrated Neurological Services for £1,850, raised last year for President Valerie’s  chari-

ty. As you know, President Dorly’s charity is Canine Partners,  and with £731 raised from the Garden Party, we’ve 

made a good start for this year. We are going to visit their headquarters on the 23rd May, 2018, and we hope                 

Rotarians will like to come with us. 

 

Please join us for our October meeting on Tuesday, 10th October with a talk “Mum’s Go to Iceland” – you DO need 

to be there!  And  with the evenings drawing in, time to think about Christmas – we have our early Christmas Lunch 

on the 22nd November, and of course the Graham Child Christmas Carols on Wednesday 6th December. 

 

Do keep in touch with us, YOUR Inner Wheel Club – your friends!  In friendship Bobby Child 



 

 

On Saturday 19th of August, River-

side hosted its' second Wobstacle Par-

ty at New Malden Leisure Centre. 

 

This year 25 children aged between 8 

and 13 from Kingston Young Carers, 

together with some 'Young at Heart' 

helpers', enjoyed bouncing around on 

a giant inflatable obstacle course 

placed in the swimming pool. Several 

minutes into the party all the alarm 

bells sounded, lifeguards were jump-

ing into the pool, and first aiders were 

running into the swimming area. The 

cause?  One young boy had decided to 

go to the end of the inflatable, jumped off, forgetting in his excitement he could not swim a 

length of the pool. Fortunately, he suffered no ill effects, and still managed to enjoy the pizza 

and treats, provided after the swimming. 

 

Saturday, 2nd of September, a Summer Party was held at The Lamb Pub in Surbiton. It was an 

opportunity for us to say thank you, to people and organisations who had helped us throughout 

the year and attract new members. The Deputy Mayor and Mayoress attended. A competition 

was held to guess the weight of three different sized courgettes, with the Deputy Mayor            

winning the largest. No fixing involved! 

 

It was a lovely warm afternoon, and people enjoyed playing games in the garden. 

 

The Lamb is a place where you can relax and enjoy a drink in the garden. They describe them-

selves as 'a quirky pub and community hub with British cheese every day, a monthly cheese 

club, even cheese art'   

 

Later this year we are hoping to host a coffee morning for World Polio Day, and further details 

will follow. 

 

Sitting at home writing this article and  listening to the                  

terrible news of hurricanes and earthquakes, I know that there 

will be Rotarians in those areas helping their communities, 

and projects that have been set up to provide aid and                 

relief.  Proud to be a  Rotarian. 

 

Alison 

Vice President 

Kingston Riverside Rotary 

 

 

 



 

 

Copy for next issue to 

Anne by 10th Oct or 

sooner  please   

 

 

 

 DATES FOR YOUR DIARY Contact 

SEPT  15-18 Visit in Germany with Badbergzabern Club Watts 

OCT      6-8 District Conference, Bournemouth Busazi/

Bacon 

10 Inner Wheel at Imber Court Bobby 

Child 

NOV         3 Rotary/Round Table Fireworks Maund 

4 District Council at Reigate at 9.30am President 

12 Remembrance Sunday President 

10 Inner Wheel at Imber Court Bobby 

Child 

DEC           6 Graham Child Carols: New Malden Methodist Church Bobby 

Child 

                 15 Christmas Party at Churchgate House, Cobham  Kingham 

DATE SUBJECT & MENU SPEAKER V.O.T. HOSTS  

21  Life as MP for Richmond Park and  

presentation of honorary member-

ship 

Chicken in black bean sauce & roast 

pork with calvados sauce 

Zac Goldsmith MP President  ROWLAND, Rayner*  

28 Project in Kenya 

Grilled turkey breast & pork, bean & 

paprika cassoulet  

Imogen Povey Keith Maund BUZASI, Webber*  

Oct      5 My job Our new member,  

Jill d’Aprano 

Laurie Chandler STICKLAND, Bellias*  

         12 Dementia Friends Lene Wood John Cannon WATTS, Chandler*  

19 A weekend in the Black Forest John Watts ____________ McCORMACK, Frost*  

26 To be confirmed   KINGHAM,  Horstman*  

NOV    2 Life as MP for Kingston upon 

Thames 
Sir Ed Davey MP President CANNON, Jethwa*  

LUNCH MEETINGS 

Please note that there are now  TWO hosts only on duty per week. The person named in CAPS is the ‘Cash Host’ responsible for the money. The 

asterisk denotes ‘Microphone and greeting Host’.  Lunches should be paid for in cash to help reduce the Hotel’s bank charges but If you need to pay 

by cheque it should be made payable to ‘The Rotary Club of Kingston upon Thames’. To apologise or book in guests, contact June Kingham on 
01372 376665 or junekingam@aol.com by 12 noon on the Wednesday before. NB Please would hosts be available by 12.30pm or arrange for a 

deputy.   Please would members apologise if unable to attend, otherwise, regrettably, we may have to charge you  to cover costs 

SEPTEMBER 

19th Laurie Chandler 

27th Trevor Boullin 

OCTOBER 

2nd Peter Thompson 

10th John Gabb 

NOVEMBER 

2nd Stan Moss 

 



 

 

Talks  
 

We have got some great talks lined up for the coming months so join us at lunch and an              

occasional evening to hear some fascinating speakers.  

 

21st September (lunch) 

We are delighted that Zac Goldsmith MP has agreed to visit us for lunch today to talk about 

his Richmond Park constituency. This is the first time he has been able to come to lunch with us 

and we expect a good attendance for what will be a most interesting and lively meeting. We 

will also be presenting Zac with honorary membership of the Club.  

 

28th September (lunch) 

Imogen Povey will be talking to us about her VSO project in Kenya.  

 

12th October (lunch) 

Lene Wood comes from Dementia Friends and will be updating us on the impressive work of 

this charity 

 

26th October (lunch) 

 

2nd November (lunch) 

We are always delighted when Sir Ed Davey MP can come to lunch to tell us about life in              

Parliament. This time his talk will be ‘Life as MP for Kingston upon Thames—AGAIN!’  This 

lunch is not to be missed so please book it in your diaries. This is a great opportunity to bring 

guests.   

 

9th November (lunch) 

Paul Marsh will be speaking about ‘My Year as President of the Law Society’.  

 

23rd November (lunch) 

Commander Jim Morfield comes from Kingston Fire Station: a subject sadly very much in the 

news of late.  

 

 

30th November (evening) 

 

Ewan Ward Thomas from the Mary Rose Trust is 

our key speaker for this family evening meeting. 

He will be telling us about Henry VIII’s flag ship 

and about the new museum, recently opened 

which displays thousands of artefacts recovered 

from the sea: a truly unique discovery preserved 

for future generations using cutting edge conser-

vation, science and technology. Bring family and 

guests to hear this amazing story of loss and          

recovery!  

http://www.maryrose.org/discover-our-collection/story-of-the-ship/

