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To contact Kingston Rotary Club please email taviner@kingstonrotaryclub.org.uk . 

Kingston Rotary Club meets on Thursdays at 12.45 to 2pm at the Antoinette Hotel, 26 Beaufort Road,     

Kingston upon Thames KT1 2TQ. There are occasional evening meetings. Please check  the diary at the end 

of this newsletter.  

Happy New Year 

Love those shoes, Mike! 

 

Thank you to everyone who contributed their time this 

year at the Christmas Tree and around the streets to 

collect for our Rotary Charities. We had fun as usual, 

especially on ‘Elf Day’ when members entered into 

the spirit of the occasion and collected around £700. 

On asking what we were collecting for, a lady was 

heard to say how wonderful Rotary was and put a 

bank note into the bucket, so well done everyone.  



 

 Christmas 2016: the good news 
 

Initial figures over the Christmas period show in excess of £10,000 has been collected for charitable            

purposes and of course there will be some gift aid to add. Whilst we await the final accounts, here are 

some rough statistics to show how we fared. Well done everyone! 
 

The money 

£4171: to the benefit of Kingston Rotary Club Trust Fund, made up of: 

 £1849 from tree collections  

 £1522 from donations 

 £1141 from Sleigh collections share 

 £1108 from M25 collections 

 Less £1449 expenses (including £750 for market stall)  

 

£6046: collections by individual charities  

 

Grand Total:  £10,217 

 

Time 

22 days out of 24 available on which collections took place at the Christmas tree 

4 days when Rotarians collected on the tree 

7 days when sleigh collecting or visits took place 

2 days collecting at Cobham Services 

 

95 hours were by Rotarians & Friends at the tree 

53 hours collecting  at Cobham Services by Rotarians & Friends 

44 hours collecting on sleigh by Rotarians & Friends 

 

Charities 

44 invitations were sent out to charities and groups and a general invitation sent to the Kingston               

Voluntary Action Network of around 300 

20 charities collected at the tree 

5 charities collected on the sleigh 

 

Jeremy Webb 

 

Youth Speaks - the District (North) Semi Finals  
 

Senior: Wednesday 1st February 6PM at Ruxley Church, Ruxley Lane, West Ewell KT19 0HY – our       

entry Richard Challoner School–the winners of our local competition. 

 

Intermediate: Tuesday 7th February 6PM at Holiday Inn, Portsmouth Road, Long Ditton KT6 5QQ – 

this event is being organised by Rotary  in the Royal Borough (Kingston, New Malden & Surbiton             

together) -our entry Hinchley Wood School – the winners of our local competition. 

 

It would be helpful for catering purposes to know the number of Rotarians / Family / Friends hoping to 

attend each event so please let me know if that includes you! There are still some  volunteering opportu-

nities open for the Intermediate event…lease form an orderly queue!                 

 

Jeremy Webb 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rotary Scholar 

 

Paul Hickson has 

been introducing 

our Rotary Scholar, 

Chris Basham, to 

Kingston  in the   

Festive season and 

we were especially 

delighted for him to 

meet the Mayor and 

Mayoress and attend 

our Christmas party. 

 

We are looking for-

ward to welcoming 

him to our meetings 

during 2017.  

Mary Preston Holiday 
 

An  amendment is needed to last month’s report on the Graham Child Carols. The Mary Preston Holi-

day has in fact been going since 1952 and the present Committee has been continuing the holiday in its 

original format for the past 11 years. A small change in the title to MARY PRESTON HOLIDAY 

PROJECTS now allows the Committee to make changes to participants whilst continuing with Mary            

Preston’s own Mission Statement in 1952 which stated that it was for “anyone in need of, or who would 

benefit from, a holiday, non means-tested”.  This has been a sustainable project started many years ago 

by one woman and it is great that it should continue in this way. Thank you to Lynda Rowland for this 

information. 

Please don’t forget to give Brian your contributions towards End Polio Now for your Christmas 

Greetings in the December Newsletter. Thank you for your generosity!  



 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Christmas Jumper Day 
Our Christmas party at Churchgate House, Cobham, 

was a great success with Christmas jumpers out in 

force! Thank you to IPP John for presiding and to 

Mike and the Club Service Committee for organising 

a most enjoyable event which actually happened,  

coincidentally, to coincide with national Christmas 

Jumper Day!  
More pictures on the next page 



 

 

 

 
 

 

Thank you to five brave members at the Christmas Party who entered the ‘strange things that 

happen at Christmas’ story-telling competition (Chris, Jeremy, Doreen, Lynda and Dougie) and 

congratulations to Chris Frost for winning the coveted Donne-Davis trophy!  

 

We enjoyed a lovely meal—thanks to our wonderful caterers— and some good cheer with   

members, friends and guests. A great start to Christmas. 



 

 

News from Rtn. Phillip Donne-Davis 
 

We have received a nice Christmas card from ex Kingston Member, Phillip Donne Davis who 

now lives in Devon. He sends all his good wishes to members. He says he and Jenny are  

pleased to receive our newsletter every month and are impressed by the success of our work in 

Kingston both for local causes as well as internationally. 

 

Sadly Phillip’s Honiton Rotary Club has closed but he has ‘passed the baton’ of Kids Out, 

which he and Jenny introduced  to the area in 2002, over to Otter Valley Rotary Club. They 

now cover the Honiton School area including Millwater Special Needs School, which is simi-

lar to Dysart, and the children are entertained in the second week of June at an equivalent of 

Chessington World of Adventures. Phillip has now joined at ’once a month’ lunch club  for 

past Rotarians, wives and widows and reports that it is thriving! 

 

Phillip is delighted to see that his father’s ‘fun speaking competition’ is still an event and 

thinks that the competitors at the Christmas Party entertained far better than some of his             

father’s sermons (at St Peter’s Norbiton)!  

 

Phillip and Jenny send everyone in Kingston Rotary and Inner Wheel very best wishes for 

2017 and we send ours back to you both.   

 

Anne McCormack 

It’s Official! 
 
Here is our official certificate for 

winning a ‘Commended’ place in the 

Best Charity or Social Enterprise 

category at  the  Kingston Business 

Awards dinner on 13th October 

2016. 

 

Thank you to everyone in the Club 

for their support  and well done!  

By popular request  

Great value meal! 
 

Join your fellow members for           

another great Chinese meal at La    

Orient, Esher on Monday 20th                    

February at 7pm. Please let Anne 

know by 12th February. 

anne.jeff@dial.pipex.com  

 

Family & friends most welcome. 



 

 

 

Please accept 

 
with no obligation, 

 

implied or implicit, our best wishes 

 

for an environmentally conscious, socially 

 

responsible, low stress, non-addictive, gender neutral 

 

celebration of the winter solstice holiday, practiced with the 

 

most enjoyable traditions of religious persuasion or secular practices 

 

of your choice with respect for the religious/secular persuasions and/or 

 

traditions of others, or their choices not to practice any traditions at all. 

 

We also wish you a fiscally successful, personally fulfilling and medically 

 

uncomplicated recognition of the onset of the generally accepted 

 

calendar year 2017, but not without due respect for the 

 

calendars of choice of other cultures whose 

 

contributions to society have helped 

 

make our country so great (not 

 

to imply that England is 

 

necessarily greater than 

 

any other country) and 

 

without regard to the race, 

 

creed, colour, age, physical 

 

ability, religious faith or 

 

sexual preference of the wishee! 

 

This greeting is subject to clarification or withdrawal. It is freely transferable with no alteration to the original 

 

greeting. It implies no promise by the wisher to actually implement any of the wishes for her/himself or others 

 

and is void where prohibited by law, and is revocable at the sole discretion of the wisher. This wish is 

 

warranted to perform as expected within the usual application of good tidings for the period of the acceptable 

 

so-called "festive season" not exceeding two months from this date of issue, or until the issuance of a 

 

subsequent holiday greeting, whichever comes first, and warranty is limited to replacement of this wish or 

 

issuance of a new wish at the sole discretion of the wisher. 

 

[Disclaimer: No trees were harmed in the sending of this message; however, a significant number of 

 

electrons were slightly affected] 
 

A Christmas & New Year 

Greeting 

From your secretary Mick & Gloria 



 

  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Good Idea was a simple one – to give a great day out to disabled and disadvantaged children in 

the Royal Borough of Kingston upon Thames. So on the second Wednesday of June 1990, a cavalcade 

of cars decorated with ribbons and balloons set off for Thorpe Park and those special children had a 

fantastic time, the like of which many of them would never again experience. It was called KIDS 

OUT DAY and retains that name to this day. 

 

A film was made of this and sent to all the Rotary Clubs in Great Britain & Ireland so they could see 

what a Good Idea it was!  Now over a hundred other Rotary Clubs are doing the same – always on 

the second Wednesday in June – and children all over the UK enjoy a great day out every year.  

 

ROTARY makes this possible, by raising the funds to enable it to happen as well as helping on the 

day itself. In 2016 this great event and it is a GREAT event, involved more than 10,000 Rotarians and 

other volunteers from 120 Rotary clubs, in total taking over 29,000 children out for a day of fun and 

happiness. 

 

 The Kingston Group (Kingston, New Malden, Surbiton and Walton on Thames Rotary Clubs) took 

nearly 300 disabled and disadvantaged children from 9 local schools, as well as their 161 teachers and 

carers, to Chessington World of Adventurers for a day of fun and happiness enjoyed by all. 

 

 In 1999 a new charity was set up - “KidsOut” which has under its umbrella the June Day Out and 

which itself organises Fun Days and Toy Boxes for children in Refuges, sensory equipment for se-

verely disabled children and “World Stories” for children in their own languages as well as in English. 

 

This Good Idea celebrated its’ 26th Anniversary in 2016, and the Kids Out Day and the Kids Out 

Charity seem surely set for many more years to come - and  it started here in Kingston!   Doreen 

Kids Out—A Good Idea  
Sometimes a “Good Idea” is so good that it runs and runs. 
Twenty-six years ago, Kingston Rotarian, Peter Jarvis had 
a Good Idea, one that he immediately shared with his 
friend and fellow Rotarian, Graham Child, and then the 
rest of Kingston Rotary Club.  We collected for this very 

special charity on 15th December this year 

A Christmas Thank you 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you everyone for supporting the children with Rotakids – they are passionate about making 

a difference! [Teacher] 

In the name of all our clients, staff and Trustees I would 

like to thank the RotaKids Club of King Athelstan 

School for your wonderful initiative and the funds you 

have raised to support our clients.  

Your donation is even more significant considering the 

current refugee crisis and the very sad news we read 

about them every day. 

 

I would like to wish you and all your friends as well as 

your teachers a Merry Christmas and a very Happy 

New Year. 



 

 

Mock interviews at Kingston College 
 

Building on Jeremy’s excellent work over Christmas and his contacts with Kingston College, we are 

running mock interviews the Colleges Business students and Travel and Tourism students. This time 

the students will be applying for jobs as rugby coaches for children and hosts for guests in the hospi-

tality industry. So as well as looking at their presentation of themselves we will have a focus on how 

the students approach a job application.  

 

We have several Friends of the club who are helping as well as members. We should have a good 

day making a difference to some local students’ prospects in getting jobs and helping to enrich the 

work of our local college. 

 

The interviews will take place on 17th January. If anyone would like to be involved please let me 

know.   John Cannon 

News of Flossie Cooke 

Frome Brian Cooke, 23rd December 

Mum was taken into hospital about 10 days ago [due to a suspected slight stroke thought tests subse-

quently proved negative] She has improved a lot but is my no means perfect and we do not feel she 

is fit enough to go home, even with an increased level of care. Her mobility is also worse.  

 

We have therefore arranged for her to go to a nursing home, the Home of Compassion (H of C) at 

Thames Ditton, (full address 58 High Street, Thames Ditton, KT7 0TT).  This is a very suitable 

home in a delightful setting.  However our first choice was Moore Place in Esher but they do not 

have a room suitable for Mum at present. She is therefore 'booked' into  H of C initially for up to six 

weeks. She would still prefer to be at home and we will keep that under review as indeed we will the 

possibility of moving her to Moore Place if a suitable room becomes available. Mum moved into the              

H of C yesterday [22nd December].  

 

She would, I'm sure, welcome visitors and also will have a direct line to her room 020 8339 3127, or 

via the switchboard on 020 8339 3100. There is a slight problem with the position of the phone 

which will be resolved shortly so please do not phone immediately! 

 

Mum is very concerned that she had not done all her cards before being hospitalised.  If you didn't 

get one I'm sure you will understand! Please pass this on to anyone that might not be on e mail or I 

may have missed. 

Greetings from  Rtn. Barry Lloyd 
 

It is great to receive the monthly newsletters, and see the now diverse activities of KRC, and the             

impression your hard work is making within the Kingston community. May I take this opportunity of 

wishing all the members of KRC a very happy, healthy and successful 2017. 

 

tel:020%208339%203127
tel:020%208339%203100


 

 

                                                                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Year’s Resolutions 
 

 

We are looking forward to our January meeting when we can all 

catch up on Christmas, share news of families and friends, and 

discuss those New Year Resolutions! I’m feeling really good 

about mine, which is to go swimming once a week. And the 

good news is that I actually started this on Christmas Eve!  Yes, 

by the time we got to New Year’s Day, I’d already been swim-

ming twice.  So for probably about the first time in my life I’ve 

actually found a Resolution I can stick to!  

 

Our Meeting on the 10th January falls on World Inner Wheel 

Day, the anniversary of the first ever Inner Wheel Meeting, in 

Manchester, in 1924.  We hope to have some friends with us as 

our guests and, whilst there will be a bit of “business” to remind 

everyone what’s happening, our plan is to have a very social and 

sociable evening. 

 

For myself, I have a busy week because as Member of Council for our District (District 14), I have two 

Council Meetings to go to on Wednesday afternoon and Thursday morning. I’m still not quite sure how I 

volunteered for this, but then – as they say – someone’s got to do it!  But it is really interesting and good fun 

to meet up with the representatives from all over Great Britain and Ireland, and a privilege as well to be 

helping to shape the future of Inner Wheel. 

 

Our meeting in February is on the 14th, and our speaker’s subject is “Love on the Nile”.  Sounds interesting, 

doesn’t it, and appropriate for the date!  Do join us if you would like to. 

 

And a date for your new diaries is our Spring Fair on Wednesday, the 8th March, so make a note of that 

now and more details will follow. 

 

Happy New Year to all Rotarians from your Inner Wheel Club. 

 

Yours in friendship 

 

Bobby Child 

 

 
Correction from the editor:  in the December newsletter we referred to an Inner Wheel Birthday party on 25th January. 

This turns out to be incorrect so my apologies and please ignore!  

 
 



 

 

Helping others to celebrate Christmas 
 

Saturday December 17th was the busiest day of the year 

for Kingston Riverside Rotary. We organised Santa for 

Surbiton Farmer’s Market in the morning and set up 

Santa’s elf grotto for Kingston Young Carers in the 

afternoon. A  special thanks to Richard Smith from New 

Malden who made the morning special for many young 

market goers. 

 

Father Christmas Rides Into Town for  Kingston 

Riverside Rotary and INSPIRE Sport 

 

On Sunday December 12th Kingston Riverside Rotary 

members and volunteers joined forces with INSPIRE Sport to raise money for the Spring term. 

INSPIRE is a voluntary organisation that offers sport for anyone with special needs who wants to come 

along, have some fun and take part in games. It meets 6-7.30pm every fortnight in term times at the 

gym in St Philips School, Chessington. 

 

INSPIRE Sport offers fun and physical activities to local people with special needs who would not get 

the chance anywhere else. Our members learn about teamwork, co ordination and ball skills and to play 

to the rules. Some members go on to compete for Special Olympics Surrey in regional, national and 

international events. Others gain life skills that helps them into work.   Everyone has fun! 

 

 

 

On behalf of the members of          

Kingston Riverside Rotary we 

wish all Rotarians and Inner 

Wheel  Members a Happy and 

Healthy 2017. 

 

Alison Webb, Secretary 

 

 

 



 

 

Copy for next issue 

to Anne by 10th 

February or sooner  

please   

 

 

 DATES FOR YOUR DIARY  

FEB         15 Senior Citizens Film Show Holt 

MAR        15 Senior Citizens Film Show Holt 

                 18 Regional Assembly, LONDON President 

25 District Council Meeting in Reigate. More information from the   

Secretary 

Taviner 

APR       7-9 RIBI Conference, Manchester Holt 

MAY       16 Paul Harris Fellows Lunch Gabb 

JUNE       9 President’s Night (date tbc) Kingham 

18 Regional Assembly LONDON President 

 NEW ROTARY YEAR  

JULY        6 District Council in Reigate  Taviner 

   

DATE SUBJECT & MENU SPEAKER V.O.T. HOSTS 

JAN   12 The Battle of Waterloo and the         

Duchess of Richmond’s Ball 

Lamb tagine & pork loin 

Philip Robinson Ian Rayner STICKLAND, Cannon* 

19 Maize Mill, Malawi 

Lamb stew & beef lasagne 
Heather Palmer Hilary Buzasi JETHWA, Webber* 

26 Teaching at Ematiba Secondary 

School in Kenya with sponsorship 

from the Club 

Braised chicken & pork & leek  

sausages 

Robbie Mallett John Watts BUZASI, Bellias* 

FEB      2 Club Business Meeting 

Shepherds pie & Asian beef stir fry 
President _____________ McCORMACK, J Webb* 

9 To be announced 

Lamb hotpot & Beef Stroganoff 
  WATTS, Chandler* 

16 Rotary Scholars NB change of date 

Fisherman’s Pie and chicken, pork & 

chorizo stew.  

Chris Basham & 

Janelle Cronk 

Hilary Buzasi ROWLAND, Frost* 

23 To be announced 

Creamy chicken pesto & meat balls 
  MAUND, Gabb* 

MAR   2 Club Business Meeting 

Roast chicken & & sweet & sour pork 
_____________ ______________ STEVENSON, Horstman* 

9 To be announced 

Turkey escalope & steak & ale pie 

 

  KINGHAM, Lifford* 

LUNCH MEETINGS 

Please note that there are now  TWO hosts only on duty per week. The person named in CAPS is the ‘Cash Host’ responsible for the money. The 

asterisk denotes ‘Microphone and greeting Host’.  Lunches should be paid for in cash to help reduce the Hotel’s bank charges but If you need to pay 

by cheque it should be made payable to ‘The Rotary Club of Kingston upon Thames’. To apologise or book in guests, contact June Kingham on 
01372 376665 or junekingam@aol.com by 12 noon on the Wednesday before. NB Please would hosts be available by 12.30pm or arrange for a 

deputy.   Please would members apologise if unable to attend, otherwise, regrettably, fines may apply to cover costs 

JAN  

28th  Keith Maund 

FEB 

3rd  Maurice Tate 

12th  John Watts 

25th  Neville Coleman 

28th Keith Waller 


